July 28, 2008
State of Maine Department of 

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

Attention: Joel T. Wilkinson, Game Warden Captain

284 State Street

41 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0041

Re: Landowner of the Year Award.

Dear Mr. Wilkinson:

The Rumford Polar Bears Snowmobile Club respectfully submits the Black Mountain of Maine Operating Board as Corporate Landowner of the year.


The Rumford Polar Bears Snowmobile Club and the Black Mountain of Maine Operating Board have forged a strong working relationship over the years to bring winter recreation to Western Maine. Black Mountain of Maine has a lease interest in a land parcel where there is a major snowmobile trail and a snowmobile club warming hut. The access trail from the ski area to the snowmobile trail is regularly maintained by Black Mountain’s grooming staff with their own equipment and in past years they have also groomed several miles of our trail. 

The Black Mountain Ski Area actively promotes snowmobile visitors and has become a popular destination for many riders. Food and beverages are available at their lodge as well as entertainment and other scheduled activities. We feel that the ski area attracts new snowmobilers to our region and they do a tremendous job promoting family recreation.


The access trail from the ski area to the snowmobile trail intersects with several cross country ski trails. The Black Mountain Staff has diligently ensured the safety of all skiers and snowmobilers through this network of trails. On few occasions during ski meets, there have been inconsiderate snowmobilers who have ignored temporary closed trail signs and had near misses with skiers. Black Mountain voiced their concerns to maintain safety for all but has never intended to permanently close this trail despite the poor judgment of the snowmobile operators. 

During the 2007–2008 season Black Mountain of Maine held its inaugural sno-cross racing event with great success. The event drew many participates and spectators from several northeastern states, which provided excellent exposure to our region. Also during the 2007–2008 season Black Mountain revived snowmobile hill climbs. This event was also well attended, profitable for the mountain and promoted snowmobiling as a family event.  

The Rumford Polar Bears Snowmobile Club is very fortunate to have a successful collaboration with another competing recreational organization. With the support from Black Mountain, the Western Maine Region is rapidly becoming a diverse area for winter sports.


Please consider the Black Mountain of Maine Operating Board as Corporate Landowner of the Year.

Sincerely

Ronald E. Russell

Rumford Polar Bears Snowmobile Club President

