The Rumford Polar Bears Snowmobile Club and the Town of Rumford have forged a strong working relationship over the years.  This relationship was evidenced several years ago when the Club sought money from the Town to purchase its first large groomer.  With the support of the Selectmen and the Finance Board, the inhabitants of the Town voted to give the Club $35,000 to purchase a used 1996 Tucker 1000.   With this help from the Town, the Club was able to make major improvements to the trails, and thus, to the quality of snowmobiling in Rumford.  

Also, the Board of Selectmen and the Town Manager have supported our participation in the Municipal Grant-In-Aid program every year.  The Town further assists the Polar Bears by passing through to the Club the money received from snowmobile registrations.  
The financial support from the Town is extremely important for the continued existence of the Club.  However, the Town of Rumford goes beyond the financial support and actively promotes snowmobiling in the area by including in the Town's Comprehensive Plan the goal of developing a well-maintained snowmobile trail system and trail head parking.  Having this support was important when the Club applied for, and received, a USDA Small Business Development Grant this past year.   With this grant money, along with savings and money realized from the sale of our old groomer, we were able to purchase a new Tucker 2000 groomer.  The Town also supported our efforts to build a Park & Ride adjacent to Corridor Trail 17.   Further support from the Town comes from the Tax Collectors office.  Each snowmobile registrant is encouraged to join a snowmobile club and is given a brochure about the Rumford Polar Bears Snowmobile Club.
Not only does the town allow snowmobile access on Town-owned property, it also makes fueling our grooming equipment an easy process.  Corridor Trail 17 happens to be adjacent to the Town Garage, and for many years now, the Town has allowed the Club to purchase diesel fuel from their pumps.  This is a wonderful convenience for our grooming crews for which the club is very grateful.  

Recently the Club became aware that the winter parking facility for the Tucker would not be available for the up-coming snowmobile season.  We approached the manager of the Public Works Department, and permission has been granted to park the groomer at the Town Garage.  Furthermore, the offer was made for the use of the garage if work needs to be done on the Tucker.  
After the devastating rains of December 2003, the Rumford snowmobile trails were left with many washouts, lost bridges, and shifted culverts.  We decided to apply for a FEMA grant through the Town with assistance from the Town's Fire Department chief.  With his help, we were able to obtain funds to correct many of the problems on the trails caused by the winter storms.

The Polar Bears have long had a goal to build a club house and groomer garage.  That goal came one step closer to reality when the Town of Rumford gave the Club a 100 year lease, at the cost of $1.00, for a parcel of land adjacent to Corridor Trail 17.  Once again, the Town has come through for our Club!

The Town of Rumford doesn't just talk about supporting snowmobiling, it actually makes it happen through actions as narrated above.  And there are many other smaller instances of their support:  providing fill obtained from road excavations for sections of trail; hauling in snow when the much used trail adjacent to the Town Garage gets down to bare ground; storing the rescue sled at the fire station; and providing traffic cones and barriers during our Annual Family Field Day.  For all that the Town of Rumford has done for the Rumford Polar Bears Snowmobile Club, and for all its support of the sport of snowmobiling, we feel that it is well deserving of recognition as Municipal Landowner of the Year.
