RUMFORD POLAR BEARS SNOWMOBILE CLUB


MINUTES OF MARCH 8, 2007 REGULAR CLUB MEETING
I. The regularly scheduled meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Rob Cameron.  There were 21 members and one guest present.


II. The Treasurer's Report was presented by Bob Stickney and accepted as read.

III. The Secretary’s Report was presented by Louise Stickney and accepted as read.
IV. The Trail Master’s Report was presented by Gordon Phillips.
1. Gordon stated that the money spent last fall on the back side of Mount Zircon was money well spent:  now the Tucker can get up the mountain!
2. Tom Reed expressed his concern that snowmobilers need to be reminded that grooming equipment has the right of way on the trails.
3. The Club appreciates the help received from Jim Fuller, Paul Pelletier, and Bob Milligan.  They have been out grooming trails with their own sleds and drags.
IV.
The Membership Committee Report was presented by Ron Russell. 


1. Membership was down by about 40 members this year.  Currently there are 121 family memberships; 7 associate members; and 19 business members.
VI. The Trail Signing Committee Report was presented by Bob Stickney
1. Trail signing is on-going with about 80% of the trails having been signed so far this season.  Thanks to John Blais, Tom Reed, and Ron Russell for their assistance in putting up signs.

VII. Old Business

1. The Club received a thank you note from the Oxford County ARC in appreciation of our $200 donation and assistance at the Ride-In.

VII.  
New Business:
1. The Annual Meeting for the Club will be held on Thursday, March 22.  The Nominating Committee is composed of John Blais, Roger Miller, and Ron Russell.

2. The filing fee for our corporation will be $137.

3. The Club Grant audit is due by April 30.

4. The MSA Charity Survey is due on April 1.

5. The MSA Annual Meeting is April 21.

6. Fern Dumoulin volunteered to attend the Relay for Life Kick-off dinner on March 21.

7. Steve Wight and Bill French from the Mahoosuc Land Trust (MLT) attended the meeting to request a letter from the Club stating that we would support the MLT purchase of 761 acres of land which includes a portion of Whitecap.  Much discussion followed.  Club members expressed their opinions that snowmobiles should be allowed to approach the summit up to the point where the surface is snow covered and the underlying rock is protected.  It was recognized that this point will vary depending upon snow conditions.  Members also stressed that ITS 82 trail at the base of Whitecap is a very important trail and must be preserved.  Mr. White expressed a willingness to work with the Club to cause the Trust to convey permanent written easements to the Club for these snowmobile trails.
8. Motion was approved to send a letter of support to the Land for Maine’s Future board on the condition that traditional uses by the snowmobiling public be allowed to continue on the Whitecap Mountain property. 
The winner of the 50/50 drawing ($11.50) was Tom Reed.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
